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In June of this year, our 

Wheatfield Library        

celebrated its fifth birthday,  

in its current location, that 

is. It is amazing how fast five 

years can go! It seems like 

only yesterday that we were 

just breaking ground on the 

project! Do you realize that 

the Jasper County Public   

Library is made up of three 

locations and has been 

around, in some form or    

another, since 1855? Have 

you read our history? If not, 

read on! 

Rensselaer Libraryð 
In 1855, two libraries existed 

in Rensselaer, a Township 

Library and the Mechanics 

and Laboring Menôs Library. 

Later, these two merged into 

one library. The early library 

was housed in various rooms 

of the courthouse until 1904 

when a Carnegie grant was 

obtained for construction of a 

library building. That      

building served as the      

headquarters of the library 

system from 1905 until 1992 

when the present 17,000 

square foot building was             

constructed. The Rensselaer 

Library houses the offices of 

the library administrators 

and the processing center for 

all three libraries. It also 

serves as the host site for the      

libraryôs Library.Solution 

(TLC) automated circulation 

and online catalog system 

which links all JCPL         

libraries and makes the    

materials in any one library 

accessible to our patrons at 

all three libraries. 

DeMotte Library ð 
The DeMotte Library was 

started in the early 1960ôs by 

the Business and              

Professional Womenôs Club. 

It had a series of homes    

culminating in the purchase 

of a former Catholic Church 

in 1978. In 1992, the original 

4,800 square foot building 

was expanded into a 17,000 

square foot full-service    

facility serving the needs of 

northwest Jasper County 

residents.  

Wheatfield Library ð 

The Wheatfield Library 

opened on January 15, 1973, 

in a one-room schoolhouse. 

In 1986, a 6,200 square foot 

library was built on that site. 

In 2005, having outgrown 

the 1986 building, we moved 

into a 14,900 square foot 

building. This library brings 

quality library service to 

residents of northeast Jasper 

County. It is from these three 

unique locations that the  

Jasper County Public Library 

strives to inform, enrich, and 

empower its diverse       

community. We hope you 

will visit us often! 

Wheatfield Libraryôs Book Group will meet on  Tuesday, August 10 at 7 

pm for a review of ñAnimal, Vegetable, Miracleò by Barbara Kingsolver. 

Join us!  

DeMotte Libraryôs ñBookies of DeMotteò will discuss ñThe Year of Fogò 

by Michelle Richmond on Tuesday, August 17. Times to choose from are 

2 & 7 pm. Call to reserve your copy! 

Rensselaer Library will hold a Book Discussion on Thursday, August 26 at 1 pm, where 

the group will review, ñA Big Little Lifeò by Dean Koontz. Refreshments will be served. 

Attend a Book Discussion This August!  
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Check Out These New Items! 

          

 

*Alice in Wonderland *An Angel for May 

*Avatar *Beloved *Billy Madison *Dear 

John *Die Hard *Elf *Flicka 2 *From 

Paris With Love *Heart *House, MD, 

Seasons 1, 2, 4 & 5 *Ice Age, Dawn of the 

Dinosaurs *Jackass, the Lost Tapes 

*Legion *Love Comes Softly *Merry 

Madagascar *Nine *Pet Pals: New Leash 

on Life *Starstruck *Superman: 4 Film 

Favorites *The Great Gatsby *The Road 

*Toy Story *Toy Story 2 *Starstruck 

*Secrets of the Furious Five *Shutter    

Island *True Blood: The Complete      

Second Season *Ultimate Mexico *When 

in Rome *The Book of Eli *PBS Kids Play 

 

Island Beneath the Sea by Isabel Allende 

 

Deliver Us From Evil  by David Baldacci 

 

Tsar: A Thriller  by Ted Bell 

 

The Poacherôs Son  by Paul Doiron 

 

Blink of an Eye  by Ted Dekker 

 

The Killing Edge  by Heather Graham 

 

Death Echo by Elizabeth Lowell 

 

The 9th Judgment by James Patterson 

 

Private Life by Jane Smiley 

 

Shoot to Thrill by P.J. Tracy 

 

The Shack by William P. Young 

 

Heart of the Matter by Emily Griffin  

 

ñThough Waters Roarò by Lynn Austin 

 

ñPerfect Readerò by Maggie Pouncey 

 

ñOnce a Spyò by Keith Thomson 

 

ñPride and Avariceò by Nicholas       

Coleridge 

 

ñAncestorò by Scott Sigler 

 

ñA Fierce Radianceò by Lauren Belfer 

 

ñDown to the Wireò by David Rosenfelt 

 

ñSo Much for Thatò by Lionel Shriver 

 

ñBeachcombersò by Nancy Thayer 

 

ñWithout Mercyò by Lisa Jackson 

 

ñIf the Dead Rise Notò by Philip Kerr 

  

 
 

The Sisters Club by Megan McDonald  
The Kingdom Keepers by Ridley Pearson 
Disney at Dawn by Ridley Pearson  
VeggieTales: Here I am to Worship  
Care Bears Holiday Hugs  

The Promise: President Obama, Year One by 

Jonathan Alter 

 

Furious Love: Elizabeth Taylor, Richard Burton 

and the Marriage of the Century                        

by Sam Kashner 

 

The Man Who Ate His Boots                              

by Anthony Brandt  

   



Mon., Aug. 23,   
6-8 pm 

 

 

Mon., Aug. 2,        

12-1 pm 

Rensselaer Email MondayðFree, except your time, this program teaches            

participants to set up and maintain email accounts. Registration required. 

Thurs., Aug. 5,        

2 pm 

DeMotte Senior Movie MatineeðAll interested adults are invited to spend a relaxing     

afternoon enjoying a PG rated movie. Registration appreciated. 

Sun., Aug. 8,           

2-4 pm 

Rensselaer Antique AppraisalðSponsored by the Friends of the Library, Karl Gates, antique 

appraiser, will be available. Tickets; $2 per item; limit of three items. Ticket 

deadline, Aug. 4. 100 tickets available. Doors open at 1 pm; attendance free. 

Tues., Aug. 10,     
5:30 pm 

Rensselaer Tuesday Night at the MoviesðAdults invited to join us for this feature film. 

Movie is rated R. Registration required. 

Tues., Aug. 10,       
7 pm 

Wheatfield Book DiscussionðTitle to be reviewed is ñAnimal, Vegetable, Miracleò by     

Barbara Kingsolver. Refreshments served.  

Wed., Aug. 11,      
10-10:30 am 

Rensselaer Blood Pressure ScreeningsðFree; open to all interested adults. No appointment 

necessary. Provided by Jasper County Hospital Home Health.  

Thurs., Aug. 12,      
1 pm  

Rensselaer EuchreðAdults invited to play a game of Bid Euchre. Seating arrangements   

determined by those in attendance; no registration required. 

Sat., Aug. 14 DeMotte Town and Country DayðDeMotte Library will be closed for Town and Country 

Day. A Friends sponsored Book Sale will be held in the libraryôs Story Time 

Room from 9-4. A Friends Only Preview  Sale will be held Fri., 1-5 pm.  

Mon., Aug. 16,        
7 pm 

Rensselaer Friends of the Library MeetingðAll Friends members encouraged to attend. New 

members always welcome! 

Tues., Aug. 17,        
2 & 7 pm 

DeMotte Book DiscussionðBookies of DeMotte will review, ñThe Year of Fogò by       

Michelle Richmond. Call to reserve your copy! 

Thurs., Aug. 19,     
10 am 

Wheatfield Morning Movie PresentationðJoin us for a relaxing morning movie! All          

interested adults welcome to attend. Call for movie title.  

Thurs., Aug. 19,      
2-3:30 pm 

Wheatfield Beginning Computer ClassðFree; open to all interested adults. This class will 

teach computer basics, such as using the keyboard and mouse. Registration. 

Fri., Aug. 20,         

1:30 pm 
Rensselaer PinochleðPlay a game of Pinochle with us! Free; no registration required. Open to all 

interested adults. 

Wed., Aug. 25,           

9-11 am 

Rensselaer Create a FLIP Albumð6ò x 6ò cardstock album with space for 15 photos. Cost; 

$7; open to teens and adults. Registration required. 

DeMotte Blood Pressure/Glucose/BMI/Body Fat ScreeningsðProvided by Porter Hospital, these 

screenings are free, and no appointment is necessary. 

Thurs., Aug. 26,       

1 pm 

Rensselaer Book DiscussionðJoin us for a review of  ñA Big Little Lifeò by Dean Koontz. 

Refreshments will be served.  

  ðHealth Screenings held monthly at Wheatfield Library include free Blood Pressure and Glucose. Total Cholesterol      

Screenings are available for a minimal $5 fee. Held on Monday, August 2 @ 10:30 am, these screenings require no            

appointment. 

ðJCPL Writing Contest Continues through the summer for all ages. Deadline for submissions is Sept. 1 @ 5 pm. Inquire at 

your local branch of JCPL for contest rules. 



 

Toddler Time at DeMotte: 

Open to 2 & 3 year olds and their caregiver, Toddler 

Time will be held each Wednesday, Aug.4-25, 10-10:30 

am. Half hour long sessions include stories, songs and 

other activities. Registration required. 

 

Chess Program for Teens and                       

School Age Children at DeMotte: 

 

ñCheckmate  Chessò will be offered to school age 

and teenage kids each Friday, July 23 through 

August 13, 2-3 pm. Taught by Sgt. Cotts of the 

National Guard, no experience is necessary to 

attend, and everyone in attendance will receive 

an instructional booklet. A tournament will be 

held at the end of the program. Registration is 

required.  

Movie and Craft Day for Kids at  Rensselaeré 

 

Kids of all ages are invited to enjoy a morning 

movie on Saturday, August 14 @ 10 am. Every-

one in attendance will also make a recycled craft 

item. No registration required. Call 866-5881 for 

more info. 

Mount Olympus Party for Teens at Rensselaer... 

 

Teens in grades 6-12 are invited to attend a Mount 

Olympus Party and Teen Movie. Enjoy Greek God 

trivia and other fun events! Snacks will be provided. No 

registration is required. For more info, call the        

Rensselaer Library, 866-5881. 

School Bus Safety Program at Wheatfield: Children entering Kindergarten, along with their parents, are invited 

to the Wheatfield Libraryôs School Bus Safety Program, held on  Thursday, August 12 @ 10 am. This program 

will include a short school bus ride and an informative presentation by a Kankakee Valley School bus driver 

about school bus safety. Registration is required. 

Library Lego at DeMotte:  

Kids age 4-14 who enjoy building things out of Legos and 

Duplos are invited to Library Lego, Saturday, August 28 

from 9-11 am. Registration required. 


