
 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2023  Educated 
by  Tara Westover 

Tuesday, March 21, 2023 Anxious People   
  

by Fredrik Backman 
Tuesday, May 16, 2023  Fever  

by Mary Beth Keane 

Seraphine Mayes and her twin brother, Danny, were 
born in the middle of summer at their family's estate 
on the Norfolk coast. Within hours of their birth, 
their mother threw herself from the cliffs, the au 
pair fled, and the village thrilled with whispers of 

dark cloaks, changelings, and the 
aloof couple who drew a young 
nanny into their inner circle. 
 
Now an adult, Seraphine mourns the 
recent death of her father. While 
going through his belongings, she 
uncovers a family photograph that 
raises dangerous questions. It was 
taken on the day the twins were 
born, and in the photo, their mother, 

surrounded by her husband and her young son, is 
smiling serenely and holding just one baby. 
 
Who is the child, and what really happened that 
day?  

Tuesday, April 18, 2023 Before We Were Yours     
by Lisa Wingate 

Tuesday, July 18, 2023  
Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly 

Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Arm-
strong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated 

female mathematicians known as 
“human computers” used pencils, 
slide rules and adding machines to 
calculate the numbers that would 
launch rockets, and astronauts, 
into space. Among these problem-
solvers were a group of exception-
ally talented African American 
women, some of the brightest 
minds of their generation. Original-
ly relegated to teaching math in 

the South’s segregated public schools, they were 
called into service during the labor shortages of 
World War II, when America’s aeronautics industry 
was in dire need of anyone who had the right stuff. 
Suddenly, these overlooked math whizzes had a 
shot at jobs worthy of their skills, and they an-
swered Uncle Sam’s call, moving to Hampton, Vir-
ginia and the fascinating, high-energy world of the 
Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory. 

 Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, 
Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set 
foot in a classroom. Her family was so isolated 
from mainstream society that there was no one 
to ensure the children received an education 
and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s 
older brothers became violent. When another 

brother got himself into col-
lege, Tara decided to try a 
new kind of life. Her quest 
for knowledge transformed 
her, taking her over oceans 
and across continents, to 
Harvard and to Cambridge 
University. Only then would 
she wonder if she’d traveled 
too far, if there was still a 
way home.   

Looking at real estate isn’t usually a life-or-death situation, 
but an apartment open house becomes just that when a 

failed bank robber bursts in and takes a 
group of strangers hostage. The captives 
include a recently retired couple who re-
lentlessly hunt down fixer-uppers to avoid 
the painful truth that they can’t fix their 
own marriage. There’s a wealthy bank 
director who has been too busy to care 
about anyone else and a young couple who 
are about to have their first child but can’t 
seem to agree on anything, from where 
they want to live to how they met in the 
first place. Add to the mix an eighty-seven-

year-old woman who has lived long enough not to be afraid 
of someone waving a gun in her face, a flustered but still-
ready-to-make-a-deal real estate agent, and a mystery man 
who has locked himself in the apartment’s only bathroom, 
and you’ve got the worst group of hostages in the world. 

Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her 
four younger siblings live a magical life aboard 
their family’s Mississippi River shantyboat. But 
when their father must rush their mother to the 
hospital one stormy night, Rill is left in charge—
until strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all 
that is familiar and thrown into a Tennessee Chil-
dren’s Home Society orphanage, the Foss children 
are assured that they will soon be returned to their 
parents—but they quickly realize the dark truth. At 

the mercy of the facility’s cruel 
director, Rill fights to keep her sis-
ters and brother together in a 
world of danger and uncertain-
ty.Aiken, South Carolina, present 

day. Born into wealth and privi-
lege, Avery Stafford seems to 
have it all: a successful career as 
a federal prosecutor, a handsome 
fiancé, and a lavish wedding on 

the horizon. But when Avery returns home to help 
her father weather a health crisis, a chance en-
counter leaves her with uncomfortable questions 
and compels her to take a journey through her 
family’s long-hidden history, on a path that will ulti-
mately lead either to devastation or to redemption.  

On the eve of  the twentieth century, Mary Mallon emi-
grated from Ireland at age fifteen to make her way in 
New York City. Brave, headstrong, and dreaming of 
being a cook, she fought to climb up from the lowest 
rung of the domestic-service ladder. Canny and enter-
prising, she worked her way to the kitchen, and discov-

ered in herself the true talent of a chef. 
Sought after by New York aristocracy, 
and with an independence rare for a 
woman of the time, she seemed to 
have achieved the life she’d aimed for 
when she arrived in Castle Garden. 
Then one determined “medical engi-
neer” noticed that she left a trail of 
disease wherever she cooked, and 
identified her as an “asymptomatic 
carrier” of Typhoid Fever. With this 
seemingly preposterous theory, he 
made Mallon a hunted woman. 
The Department of Health sent Mallon 

to North Brother Island, where she was kept in isolation 
from 1907 to 1910, then released under the condition 
that she never work as a cook again. She defied them. 

Tuesday, February 21, 2023 The Au Pair  

by Emma Rous 



 

 

 Tuesday, August 15, 2023  Yours Cheerfully 
by A J Pearce 

Tuesday, October 17, 2023  
The Kitchen Front by Jennifer Ryan 

Tuesday, November 21,  2023 The Children’s Blizzard      
by Melanie Benjamin 

2023 

DeMotte Library 

London, November 1941. Following the depar-
ture of the formidable Henrietta Bird 
from Woman’s Friend magazine, things are look-

ing up for Emmeline Lake as she 
takes on the new challenges as a 
wartime advice columnist. Her 
relationship with boyfriend 
Charles is blossoming, while Em-
my’s best friend Bunty, still reeling 
from the very worst of the Blitz, is 
bravely looking to the future. To-
gether, the friends are determined 
to make a go of it. 

 
When the Ministry of Information calls on Brit-
ain’s women’s magazines to help recruit female 
workers to the war effort, Emmy is thrilled to 
step up and help. But when she and Bunty 
meet a young mother who shows them the very 
real challenges that women war workers face, 
Emmy must confront a dilemma between doing 
her duty and standing by her friends.  

Tuesday, September 19, 2023  
What Happened to the Bennett’s 

By Lisa Scottoline 

 Jason Bennett is a suburban dad who owns a court-
reporting business, but one night, his life takes a horrific 
turn. He is driving his family home after his daughter’s 

field hockey game when a pickup truck 
begins tailgating them, on a dark stretch 
of road. Suddenly two men jump from 
the pickup and pull guns on Jason, de-
manding the car. A horrific flash of 
violence changes his life forever. 
 Later that awful night, Jason and his 
family receive a visit from the FBI. 
The agents tell them that the carjackers 
were members of a dangerous drug-

trafficking organization—and now Ja-
son and his family are in their crosshairs. The agents 
advise the Bennetts to enter the witness protection pro-
gram right away, and they have no choice but to agree. 
But WITSEC was designed to protect criminal inform-
ants, not law-abiding families. Taken from all they know, 
trapped in an unfamiliar life, the Bennetts begin to fall 
apart at the seams. Then Jason learns a shocking truth 
and realizes that he has to take matters into his own 
hands.  

The morning of January 12, 1888, was unusually mild, fol-
lowing a punishing cold spell. It was 
warm enough for the homesteaders of 
the Dakota Territory to venture out 
again, and for their children to return to 
school without their heavy coats—
leaving them unprepared when disaster 
struck. At the hour when most prairie 
schools were letting out for the day, a 
terrifying, fast-moving blizzard blew in 
without warning. Schoolteachers as 
young as sixteen were suddenly faced 
with life and death decisions: Keep the 
children inside, to risk freezing to death 

when fuel ran out, or send them home, praying they    
wouldn’t get lost in the storm? 

At its heart, this is a story of courage, of children forced to 
grow up too soon, tied to the land because of their parents’ 
choices. It is a story of love taking root in the hard prairie 
ground, and of families being torn asunder by a ferocious 
storm that is little remembered today—because so many of 
its victims were immigrants to this country.  

Two years into World War II, Britain is 
feeling her losses: The Nazis have won 
battles, the Blitz has destroyed cities, 
and U-boats have cut off the supply of 
food. In an effort to help housewives 
with food rationing, a BBC radio pro-
gram called The Kitchen Front is hold-
ing a cooking contest—and the grand 
prize is a job as the program’s first-ever 
female co-host. For four very different 
women, winning the competition would 
present a crucial chance to change their 
lives. For a young widow, it’s a chance 

to pay off her husband’s debts and keep a roof over her chil-
dren’s heads. For a kitchen maid, it’s a chance to leave servi-
tude and find freedom. For a lady of the manor, it’s a chance 
to escape her wealthy husband’s increasingly hostile behav-
ior. And for a trained chef, it’s a chance to challenge the men 
at the top of her profession. These four women are giving the 
competition their all—even if that sometimes means bending 
the rules. But with so much at stake, will the contest that 
aims to bring the community together only serve to break it 
apart?  

 

 

 

 

 Discussion is held in the 
West Meeting Room at 

7:00 PM 

A Refreshment Modeled 
after the Book is Usually 

Served 


